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ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 


Old  State  Capitol  •  Springfield  62706  •  217-7B2-4B36 


October  11,  1977 


Mr.  Richard  Colby 

10458  Wilkins  Avenue 

Los  Angeles,  California  90024 

Dear  Mr.  Colby: 

Your  letter  of  September  30  has  been  received. 
I  am  sorry  but  I  am  not  able  to  find  the  source  of  the 
supposed  statement  by  Abraham  Lincoln  upon  arriving  at 
New  Salem  "piece  of  floating  driftwood."     I  suspect  it 
was  used  by  one  of  the  early  campaign  biographers,  1860, 
but  I  am  not  able  to  read  through  them  to  confirm  this. 
In  any  case,  it  is  not  part  of  any  of  the  documented 
statements  by  Lincoln. 

Sincerely,  ^ 

James  T.  Hickey  \  \ 
Curator,  Lincoln  Collection 
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